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TAGS: SREF, BL 

SUBJECT: SETTLEMENT OF LAOTIAN REFUGEES IN BOLIVIA 
REF: (A) BANGKOK 6477 (NOTAL), (B) VIENTIANE 464 (NOTAL) 

1 . EMBOFF MET WITH IMMIGRATION SUB-SECRETARY GUIDO STRAUSS ON 
APRIL 24 TO DISCUSS THE RESULTS OF THE JUST CONCLUDED VISIT TO 
BOLIVIA OF FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT LARRY 
WARD AND TO ASCERTAIN THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE AMONG REFUGEE 
RESETTLEMENT PROJECT. STRAUSS SAID THAT BEFORE DEPARTING THE 
COUNTRY. WARD HAS SIGNED A PROJECT AGREEMENT, WHICH NOW MUST BE 
COUNTERSIGNED BY BOLIVIA'S FOREIGN MINISTER ADRIAZOLA IN ORDER TO 
BECOME OPERATIONAL. STRAUSS HAS BEEN IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE 
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FOREIGN MINISTRY, AND EXPECTS THAT ADRIAZOLA, WHO IS CURRENTLY 
IN WASHINGTON UNDERGOING MEDICAL TREATMENT, WILL SIGN THE AGREE- 
MENT UPON HIS RETURN. 

2. MEANWHILE, ACCORDING TO STRAUSS, WORK ON THE PROJECT IS 
ALREADY GOING FORWARD. TEN BOLIVIANS HAVE BEEN CONTRACTED TO 
PREPARE THE SETTLEMENT SITE, WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN INSPECTED 
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BY TWO OF THE PROSPECTIVE LAOTIAN IMMIGRANTS. AN ADVANCE PARTY 
OF TEN LAOTIANS IS EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN JULY, WITH THE FIRST 
INSTALLMENT OF 50 FAMILIES (TOTALING ABOUT 500 PERSONS) TO FOL- 
LOW IN SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER. THE SECOND GROUP OF 50 FAMILIES 
WILL ARRIVE AFTER THE FIRST GROUP TAKES HOLD. 

3. STRAUSS SAID THAT THE BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD DEED TO THE 
LAOTIANS ABOUT 20,000 HECTARES OF LAND IN THE BENI DEPARTMENT, 

BUT THAT ALL OTHER SUPPORT, INCLUDING TOOLS, AGRICULTURAL UTEN- 
SILS, MACHINERY AND SEEDS, AND FOOD FOR UP TO FOUR YEARS, WOULD 
BE PROVIDED THROUGH FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY INTERNATIONAL. HE EX- 
PRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT SUCH SUPPORT WAS AVAILABLE, AND WOULD 
BEGIN TO FLOW AS SOON AS THE AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED BY ADRIAZOLA. 

4. STRAUSS COMMENTED THAT HE HAD INDEED BEEN APPROACHED BY A 
UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE (REFTEL DBL, BUT NOT SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE 
WARD PROJECT. THE UNHCR HAD SHOWN INTEREST IN RELOCATING REFUGEES 
FROM ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD IN BOLIVIA. STRAUSS TOLD THE OFFICIAL 
THAT BOLIVIA WOULD BE HAPPY TO CONSIDER RESETTLEMENT PROPOSALS 
FROM THE UNHCR, BUT ONLY WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ALL SUCH 
PROJECTS WOULD BE FULLY FUNDED FROM OUTSIDE BOLIVIA. 

5. STRAUSS ALSO REMARKED THAT BOLIVIA WAS ACTIVELY STUDYING 
THE POSSIBILITY OF RESETTLING 50 SALVADORAN FAMILIES IN COOPER- 
ATION WITHTHE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR AND OF ACCEPTING AS 
MANY AS 500 FAMILIES FROM WQIBIA, RHODESIA AND SOUTH AFRICA 
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THROUGH ICEM. 

6. COMMENT: STRAUSS APPEARS EXTREMELY OPTIMISTIC THAT THE 


PILOT PROJECT FOR LAOTIAN REFUGEES WILL BE APPROVED AND THAT 
THE FIRST PHASE WILL BE IMPLEMENTED ON SCHEDULE. WE WOULD 
CAUTION, HOWEVER, THAT IMMIGRATION ISSUES INVARIABLY STIR 
CONTROVERSY IN BOLIVIA, AND PREMATURE PUBLICITY COULD EASILY 
KILL THE HMONG PROJECT BEFORE IT GETS STARTED. 
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